
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT  Alan DeMaison  440-358-1223   a.demaison@sbcgloal.net 

VICE PRESIDENT John Fifer  330-722-7017   coinop1958@gmail.com 

TREASURER  Phyllis Koch  330-644-0274   phylkoch@yahoo.com 

SECRETARY  Marlene Franchino 440-666-7278   jfranchino@wowway.com 

SWIRL EDITOR  Alan DeMaison  440-358-1223   a.demaison@sbcgloal.net 

LIBRARIAN  David Keding  330-635-7649   keding@zoominternet.net 

MANSFIELD  Matt Lacy  440-228-1873   info@antiquebottlesales.com 

STRONGSVILLE  Louis Fifer  330-635-1964   fiferlouis@yahoo.com 

WEBSITE  Rick Baldwin      rsbaldwin@att.net 

 

 

  

***Canceled for the foreseeable future. 

The OBC meetings are held the LAST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH (except when noted) at the 

EAGLES CLUB, 9953 Rittman Rd., Wadsworth, OH 44281. Doors open at around 6 pm with the 

meetings starting at 7 pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Officers 

Meetings 

The Ohio Swirl 

 The Newsletter of the Ohio Bottle Club 

May 2020 
 

Calendar of Events 

May 28, 2020   Canceled 

 June 25, 2020   To be determined, read the June Swirl 

July 30, 2020   To be determined 

August 27, 2020  To be determined 

September 29, 2020  Strongsville, Canceled 

October 2-3, 2020  Mansfield Antique Bottle Show and Sale 

 

President’s Message 

  We will continue to operate the Ohio Bottle Club though the Swirl, Facebook page and website. 

With Ohio starting to reopen, too many questions remain for me to feel comfortable resuming life as 

normal. I will remain on the sidelines until I feel that it is safe.  The OBC will error on the side of caution 

for our members. We will be delaying meeting in person till we can be relatively certain we can meet 

safely. I have not been in contact with the Eagles about use of their hall.  

 Thanks to Louis Fifer for all the Posts on the OBC Facebook page. Please visit and add your 

pictures, comments and/or information about bottles. 
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From Jim Salzwimmer 

From left to right, 1) Pattern moulded 

nurser, 18 ribs, olive yellow; 2) pattern 

moulded Chestnut Flask, 20 broken 

swirl ribs, aqua, Kent; 3) Pattern 

moulded Chestnut Flask, 18 ribs, 

citron; 4) Traveler’s Companion, 
(front),  8 pointed star (on back), 

amber, ½ pint, iron pontil, Ravenna, 

OH and 5) snuff bottle, yellow amber, 

4 inch height. 

 

 

 

From Joe Hardin, to the right is the first flask Joe dug. 

 

Thanks guys! I need more members to contribute. 

 

 Please call/text 440-796-7539 or email 

<a.demaison@sbcglobal.net> your guess to Alan. 

The winner of a drawing from all the correct 

responses will receive $10. 

Last month’s winner of $10 was Ken Arthur. The 
correct items last month were an egg separator, 

juicer, and a jar opener.   

What is it? 

What’s on your mind? 
Member pictures 

 



 

 

 

 Mark Twain termed the years 

between 1870 and 1900 as the belonging to 

“the Gilded Age” in American history, a 
time of national glitz, glamour and excess.  

Contributing to that characterization 

were the products of the Rodefer Glass 

Company of Bellaire, Ohio, whose 

products were part of that gilded era. 

 Three Rodefer brothers, Albert, 

John and Thornton, purchased the 

existing National Glass Works plant in 

1877. By 1890 it had been upgraded into 

the major glass factory shown here, one 

with rail, road and river access (Fig. 1).  

At first the company continued an 

inherited line of products including 

making jelly tumblers, flint flasks, glass 

balls for telegraph poles, and lamp parts 

(Figs 2,3). 

  

With America’s increasing affluence at the 
end of the 19th Century another type of glass 

was becoming the rage.  It was opal glass, an 

opaque, milky white or cream colored glass that was prepared by adding 

fluorine compounds or other impurities that disbursed within the molten 

batch.  The result was employed largely for ornamental pressed glass.  

Nationwide, women came to believed that good taste demanded that at 

least one piece of opal glass be displayed on their vanity tables, like the 

trinket box shown here (Fig. 4). 

 

 

The Rodefers early understood the strength of the fad and began producing great quantities of opal glass, 

often under the name “Wavecrest,” a brand of boudoir items including the necklace holders shown here 
(Figs. 5,6).  Rodefer also made a variety of molded opal glass jars, painted with dainty floral motifs (Fig. 

7).  Those might have held earrings or other trinkets.  

Rodefer Glass and the “Gilded Age” 

By Jack Sullivan (Special to the Ohio Swirl) 



 Advertising “blown and pressed 
specialties in private moulds,” Rodefer 

provided only the opal glass and farmed 

out the ornamentation to others.  The 

primary decorator was the C. F. 

Monroe factory in Meriden, 

Connecticut.  For Rodefer, Monroe 

provided mental strapping and 

ornamental bronze but also operated a 

glass-decorating studio to paint them, 

employing highly talented local artists.  

Shown here is a joint Rodefer-Monroe jewelry box where the opal glass has 

largely been covered by the metal decoration and art (Fig. 8).  This ornate 

box recently was offered at auction for $2,400.  The Rodefer line also 

included opal glass items for the kitchen including a cracker jar (Fig. 9) and salt and pepper shakers (Fig. 

10).    

  

 

 As is well known, fads end as suddenly as they 

begin.  Early in the 20th Century opal glass items 

increasingly seemed quaint and Victorian.  Art 

nouveau became all the rage.  The C. F. Monroe 

company went out of business in 1916.  Nevertheless, 

the Rodefer Glass Company continue to advertise 

“opal ware for decorators” into the 1930s.  
 

 

 

 

  It now began rely more heavily on lighting products, like 

the lamp base shown here (Fig. 11) and automotive items like 

headlamp covers and gearshift knobs. 

 Rodefer family members guided the glass works through 

the Great Depression and World War II, in the 1960s merging 

with the Gleason Glass Company.  The Rodefer-Gleason Glass 

Co. continued to operate for another two decades, with a Rodefer 

descendant in charge, until 1984 when the Bellaire plant closed 

for good and eventually was torn down. 

 Nevertheless, this glass works had survived for more than a 

century under the guidance of the Rodefer family.  Moreover, for 

two decades Rodefer had been among the leaders creating 

“Gilded Age” artifacts whose importance as antiques today is 
indicated by the prices they command.  

 

 



 

 

 

 As some of you know I have spent the last 8 years involved with the FOHBC Virtual Museum. My 

involvement has increased from Treasurer to chief imager. I am responsible for obtaining and editing all 

the bottle/jars you see on the site. That involvement has resulted in visits to Texas, Washington and 

California where I photographed Bitters, Fruit Jars and Western Whiskies. With my number one helper, 

Terry Crislip, we have traveled to Colorado, Connecticut, Illinois, and Michigan photographing 

Historical Flasks, Target Balls and Fruit Jars. With Ferdinand Meyer (historical information) and 

Miguel Ruiz (website design), the dream of a 

Virtual Museum has come to life. Dave 

Merker’s Saratoga Mineral Waters are 
featured. John Fifer’s Mantua creamer will 
soon join the other examples. You have a 

unique opportunity to visit the VM for 

“FREE” till the end of May.   
 

Visit,                   https://fohbcvirtualmuseum.org 

Once there, click on “Free Entry” at the top left. Scroll down to the 9 Galleries that have at least one 
example. Historical Flasks, Bitters and Fruit Jars have many examples. 

Enjoy all the spinning bottles/jars and of course the Historical notes.  

 

 

 

 

Beginning Balance as of 2/6/2020   $4,488.63 
Income       Expenses 

 1 new member   $20    March Swirl ck#1239            $283.00 

         April Swirl  ck#1240                        $277.50 

 ______________________    FOHBC Annual Dues ck#1238          $75.00 

 Total Income  $20    Total Expenses    $635.50 

Ending Balance as of 5/12/2020    $3,873.13    

FOHBC Virtual Museum 
 

Treasurer’s Report April/May 
 



 

 

 

 Green Springs is a village in Sandusky and Seneca Counties in North West Ohio. Green Springs 
claim to fame is the largest natural sulfur springs in the world. A search of the internet reveals that in 
1892 only nine natural springs are listed. One of those was Oak Ridge Spring in Green Springs. The late 
1800’s and early 1900’s was the height of popularity for mineral water in Ohio. Mineral springs were 
very popular for patients suffering all kinds of maladies. During the years from 1912 to 1916, 37 mineral 
water springs in Ohio sold almost sixteen million gallons of spring water commercially at 4 cents a gallon 
for almost $700,000. By 1922 only 8 remained in operation. The springs at Oak Ridge featured a hotel 
and bath facilities. 

 This area has a rich history. The Seneca Indians originally inhabited the Green Springs area. In 

1830, the policy of removing Indians by the Andrew 

Jackson administration forced them to reservations 

to the West. A year later in 1831, Jacob Stem, the 

founder of Green Springs bought 1200 acres from 

the government which he thought included the 

springs. Unfortunately the springs were not part of 

the original purchase. He later bought the springs 

from the Indians for 12 bags of wheat, 12 bags of 

oats, 12 bags of corn and a mule. The original name 

of the town was Stemtown, but was changed to 

Green Springs because of the green color of the 

water from the springs. 

The Johnson Brothers, owners of the Oak Ridge Hotel and mineral springs in Green Springs, Ohio, 
marketed water from the springs as indicated by this bottle label from 1916. The label features the hotel. 
The label is 9" x 4.5". 

 

Anyone got one of those paper labeled mineral water bottles? 

Mineral Water in Ohio & Green Springs 
 



 

 

 
Early March, and the 

pandemic in Asia was 
forecasted to soon spread 
over to the USA.  Berny and 
I contemplated our annual 
tradition of heading East for 
a week of travel centered 
around the Baltimore Bottle 
Show, at which we have a 
sales table.  Assuming that 
the trip could be our last for 

the unforeseeable future, we decided to take the risk, as there were no 
recorded COVID-19 cases yet identified in the East at the beginning of the bottle show weekend.  We 
packed disinfectant wipes and hand sanitizer for our lodging, dining and other planned venues.  The 
bottle show venue appeared to have its usual large number of participants and shoppers, with only a 
handful of usual dealers deciding to cancel.  Over the years, the quantity of more desirable items to 
purchase has declined, as has been the norm at most shows...but the anticipated camaraderie among the 
participants was in full bloom...and there were no outward signs that we saw of uneasiness about the 
looming pandemic.  As usual, the dealer and shopper representation from Ohio and the Ohio Bottle Club 
was strong!  Sadly, it has materialized that this great show was the last major venue to be held for 
collectors to enjoy for the unforeseeable future!  Praying that all of our friends stay healthy...and for 
better times down the road! 

 

 

 

 

Louis Fifer, “Just found out that long 

time collector and Past Ohio Bottle Club 

member William (Bill) Elder has passed 

away. He was an avid member on a 

number of antique bottle and glass pages 

on Facebook and he loved to offer his 

insight when someone had question on 

something. You will be missed Bill! Rest 

In Peace”  

 

Baltimore Antique Bottle Show - 2020 Venue 
By Rick Baldwin 

 

With our deepest sympathy 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit us at <ohiobottleclub.org> 
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Ohio Bottle Club 

1605 Clipper CV 

Painesville, OH 44077 

Forwarding Requested 

Correction Requested 

 

MEETING 
Canceled 
 

 
I will need pictures & 

notes for “What’s on your 
mind” and “What is it?” 
for next month!! 

Membership Form 

Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number _________________________________________________________________________ 

What do you collect? ____________________________________________________________________ 

Annual dues are $20.00 per year. This includes your family (regardless of size) to 

participate in our regular meeting, activities and receive the monthly newsletter.  

 

Send a $20 check to Ohio Bottle Club, % Phyllis Koch, 763 Jolson Ave., Akron, OHIO 44319 


